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Romney visits, 
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Gov. Romney, surrounded by handlers, makes his way through the student center and to his meet- 
ing room. He managed to avoid protesters by entering through the back door. 


Some helpful hints 
for NECC campus 


hewcomers 


By STEVIN 


BARTHOLOMEW 
Opinion Editor 


So it’s your first year at NECC. 
You drive through the gauntlet that 
is the parking lot on your first day, 
and you have no idea what building 
you need to go to. You may get a lit- 
tle lost along your way, but don’t 
panic, and remember to breathe, 
always breathe. 

Though you may not know the 
difference between the library and 
the C building, there is sure to be at 


A welcome to new 
NECC students 


least one person who is willing to 
help you with your quest to get to 
English Comp I before you’re 
dropped (that’s what I call a joke, in 
reality, you need to miss several full 
days of class before you are 
dropped). 

Don’t be too worried if you’re 
getting late, because unless Satan 
himself is teaching the class, you 
should not have a huge problem 
being-a tad late on your first few 
days. However, after that, be sure 
that you will incur the wrath of sev- 
eral thousand hounds of hell if you 
are late. After a while, you will 
probably become aware of where 
your own classes are at least, hope- 
fully. 

There is a wealth of other 
places to go at NECC and the sur- 
rounding areas. For lunch, you can 


go to the cafeteria, where they 
make a great wrap just the way you 
want or burgers and breakfast-type 
foods. You can also go to Jitters, the 
café in the C-Building. 

Also, on route 110, there is a 
Dunkin’ Donuts and a roast beef 
restaurant located directly in the 
Getty, which is only about 3 min- 
utes away from the campus. 

A healthy salad could be in 
order if you’re trying to stay fit, and 
while you’re at it, why not head on 
over to the Heath and Wellness cen- 
ter and lift some weights with the 
friendly personal trainers? They 
will whip you right into shape. You 
could also join a team or just do 
intramurals for fun and to keep in 
shape. 


See New Students page 3 
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By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Gov. Mitt Romney, whose cuts to 
higher education caused an uproar in 
the college community, paid a visit to 
Northern Essex Community College 
on Thursday, Aug. 14, and that gave 
members of the NECC community 
an opportunity to express their disap- 
proval. 

On this day however, Romney’s 
budget cuts, which NECC President 
David Hartleb once said could 
destroy Northern Essex, were not on 
his agenda. 

“I won’t talk about that today,” 
Romney said when asked about his 
higher education plan. 

Romney was at NECC to speak 
at the Merrimack Valley Economic 
Summit, held by Rep. Marty 
Meehan. 

Northern Essex volunteered to 
host the event, which drew an esti- 
mated 350 to 500 people, after 
Haverhill was picked as the location. 
It was set to be held in Haverhill 
because the city was just added to the 
fifth district this year. 

Haverhill was previously in the 


Sports 


Baseball team wins 
State title 


sixth district, but the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts realigned the geo- 
graphical divisions every 10 years, 
according to Patrick Cook, the dis- 
trict director for Meehan. Haverhill 


joined such cities as Lowell and 


Lawrence in the fifth district. 

“We felt it would be symbolic to 
put the meeting in the newest city in 
the district,” Cook said. “And 
Northern Essex stepped up to volun- 
teer its services.” 

He also said that it would be a 
good way to spotlight the college, 
which is at an all-time high in enroll- 
ment. 

While NECC was happy to host 
Romney, about 75 members of the 
Northern Essex faculty were waiting 
at the main entrance of the Ourania 
Behrakis Student Center to voice 
their unhappiness. 

“We are very concerned that the 
Governor hasn’t shown an under- 
standing of higher ed.,” said Peter 
Flynn, a professor of behavioral sci- 
ences at NECC and head of the 
NECC chapter of the Mass 
Community College Counsel. “He 
doesn’t have a clue what we do at 


See Romney page 5 
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The NECC community came out in strong numbers to voice their 


objections to Romney’s plans. 
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Should NECC have 
extra activities? 


Goy. Mitt Romney wants to elim- 
inate sports and extracurricular activ- 
ities at community college, according 
to NECC coordinator of student 
activities Dina Brown. 

Brown said that Romney 
believes that community colleges are 
meant for workforce development 
only, and there is no need to spend 
the little money they have on extra 
activities. 

It seems that Mr. Romney does 
not fully understand what communi- 
ty colleges are, and why people go to 
them. 

“He doesn’t have a clue what we 
do at community colleges,” said 
Peter Flynn, a professor of behav- 
ioral sciences at NECC and head of 
the NECC chapter of the Mass 
Community College Counsel. 

Doesn’t that quote seem to apply 
to this situation nicely? 

Romney attended Brigham 
Young University and Harvard Law 
School, so it seems unlikely that his 
family was struggling for money. 

As a millionaire businessman, 
governor of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and the son of a US 
Senator, Romney has never had to 
worry about money. He made his 
millions as the vice president, and 
then CEO of Bain & Company Inc., a 
Boston-based management-consult- 
ing firm. 

So if that is how Romney has 
lived, then that must be the case for 


everyone, right? Anyone who wants 
to go to BYU or Harvard can, money 
is never an issue, right? Anyone who 
goes to a community college must be 
doing it to get a job, right? No one 
goes to a community college so they 
can further their education and 
become a doctor or a lawyer, right? 

Of course, the answer to all of 
these questions is no. What Romney 
does not seem to understand is that 
people go to community colleges for 
a variety of reason, and they should 
no be punished for their choice. 

Contrary to the governor’s 
beliefs, community colleges are not 
just a breeding ground for factory 
workers. 

Students come to community 
colleges because they can’t afford to 
go to a major college. They go 
because they aren’t ready to leave 
home. They go because they strug- 
gled in high school and they want to 
“clean up their act.” Even more com- 
monly, students go to community 
colleges because they want to go 
back to school after being away for 
years. 

Why should those students be 
punished for their choice of schools? 

The answer is, they should not. A 
community college student is just as 
deserving of a chance to participate 
in a sports as any other college stu- 
dent. 

Students should have the right to 
do what they enjoy. If they want to 
write for a college newspaper, why 
shouldn’t they be able to? 

But then, what do I know? ’m 
just a writer for a community college 
newspaper. 
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“We HAD BETTeR TURNOUTS BEFORE We MOVED OUR FACTORY To CHINAs 
OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENTS To INDIA, AND OUR UPPER MANAGEMENT 
TO FEDERAL PRISON. THANKS FoR THe WEENIe. YoUTe FIRED. 


Would you vote for Schwarzenegger 
if he were running against Romney? 


Jim Murphy, Theater Insructor 
“Some of his policies suprise me. I’d 
need to know more about his experi- 
ance and the management.” 


Shaye Matthews, Asst. Coordinator 
of Intramural 

“T would have to learn more about 
him, but in general, no.” 


Janet David, Registrar s Office 
“He’s close with the Kennedys, and 
since he is against Romney I would 
definitely vote for him.” 


Ivelisse Morales, Healthcare 
“No, I can’t understand him when he 
talks.” 


Mike Burke Photos 


-Pete Tompkins, Asst. Basketball 
Coach 

“I would write someone in, I don’t 
like either of them, and I’m a 
Republican.” 


Kyle Shaffer, Business Major 
“Yes, because he would make a 
movie about it with politics, war and 


big guns.” 
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Budget crisis ruins UMass transfer plan 
6 §¢—____—_ 


Our lovely governor conveniently cut 
the funding to higher education. UMass 
was hit hardest by the cuts. .. Now ’m 


Everyone 
has dreams 
and —aspira- 
tions to 
become 
something. 
Nowadays it 
helps to have 
= acollege edu- 
= cation to 
make those 
dreams reali- 
ty. This story is going to be about a 
related personal experience of mine. 

Not too long ago, I was on the 
verge of graduating from Northern 
Essex. I started thinking about where I 
was going next. 

The fact is that you can’t do much 
with an associate’s degree if you want 
to be exactly what you hope to 
become. With all the financial aid in 
the world, my logical choices for col- 
lege remained at the state level. I 
wanted to stay in Massachusetts to 


Meet the staff: 


benefit from the Tuition Advantage 
Program. 

Northern Essex made my college 
search easier by having many colleges 
come to the school and advertise 
themselves. I wanted to continue with 
journalism or shift my focus to com- 
munications. 

With that in mind, I had a few 
choices of colleges: UMass-Boston, 
UMass-Amherst, | UMass-Lowell, 
Salem State, and Fitchburg State. 

After some time, I eliminated the 
list and put all my effort into going to 
UMass-Amherst. The idea of leaving 
boring Haverhill and becoming some- 
what independent of my parents was 
an awesome concept. Also, UMass- 
Amherst is well known for its excel- 
lent journalism program. I was psy- 
ched to be headed there. 

Months passed and orientation at 
UMass-Amherst was coming. Early 
problems arose as information was 
sent to me about the lack of on-cam- 
pus housing. I didn’t worry about that, 
because I was told I was guaranteed 
housing. 


The Bart is back in action 


Hello, my name is Steve 
Bartholomew, I’m a 
journalism/broadcasting major here 
at NECC and I also happen to be 
the opinions editor. I run for the 
Cross Country team here at school 
and am presently the only member 
of the team (see sports for more 
details). | enjoy every type of music 
you can think of except for emo- 


tional punk rock, which is a com- 
plete waste of one’s time. One of 
my favorite subjects to discuss is 
politics because I believe it is one 
of the most important issues to be 
discussed and is often overlooked. | 
am a registered Independent, how- 
ever, I lean more towards the right 
and I view the left as much more of 
a depressed, pessimistic people (but 
agree with them on several issues, 
as dismal as they seem). That being 
said, I hope you enjoy what I do. 


Donovan is news editor 


Hey NECC, 

my name is Bill 

Donovan, and I am 

the new news edi- 

tor of the Observer. 

I am a journal- 

ism-major going on 

my second year here on campus and 

a 2002 graduate of Georgetown 
Middle/High School. 

This year I hope to cover much 

of the news happening around cam- 


pus and much more. After NECC, I 


plan on transferring to either 
UMass-Amherst or the 
Massachusetts College of Liberal 
Arts to continue studying journal- 
ism. 

I enjoy playing the guitar— 
hoping one day to start a band— 
seeing movies and hanging out with 
friends. 

Writing has always come easy 
to me so I figure this is the field | 
should be in. I’m looking forward 
to writing for the paper and bring- 
ing the news to you. 


New stud ents 


Be ‘Connie from page 1 


- Once you get more po omed 
to 0 NECC, you may become a little 
_ frustrated with the hard-to-find 
parking spaces. You can, instead, 
__ look for a space in front of the stu- 


_ dent center; you may have to walk 


_ further to get to one of your class- 
es, but it’s worth it because you 
won’t get frustrated when you 
come back into the lot and it’s just 

- too gosh darn hard to find your 
vehicle. 
If you look around, you might 
find one of those “first year sur- 
vival guide” folders. Inside of it 
(after you look through the ads), it 


~ has some good tips, if you ean sort 


heat Od fai alk the Saoksnes 


_ propaganda they send at you (i.e. 


“sharing books never works.”). 


One last tip is that, unless you 


habitually leave your lights on, a 
parking pass is really not needed. — 
Finally, when you get into 
class, just apply yourself. It will 
probably be best to get involved in 


_aclass instead of just sitting there 


listening to everyone else talk 
about things. If you do that, you 


_ should have no problem fitting 


right in. 

Don’t be unsure of yourself 
and remember what Obi-Won 
Kenobi said: “Feel, don’t think, use 
your instincts.” 


at Salem State. 


More problems occurred by orien- 
tation. My financial aid information 
wasn’t sent in late. But, for some rea- 
son, UMass kept losing my informa- 
tion. {It remains lost to this day.} I 
then received another letter telling me 
that on-campus housing would most 
likely be unavailable. 

In the political realm of it all, 
UMass-Amherst was going through 
some crises. Our lovely governor con- 
veniently cut the funding to higher 
education. UMass was hit hardest by 
the cuts, simply for what I believe is 
revenge against William Bulger. The 
numbers were astronomical. I don’t 


even remember what they were. 
Millions and millions of dollars lost to 
maintain one of the state’s best col- 
leges. 

It’s ridiculous! What happens 
when the budget is cut? 

To maintain similar spending rou- 
tines at the college, UMass- Amherst 
found it convenient to flip the bill and 
force the students to pay up. The fees 
went up at least three times over the 
summer. I couldn’t afford to go to that 
school without a loan. The loan could- 
n’t even cover everything. It was 
awful. 

Since I paid the $175 deposit to 


enter the college, I went to orientation. 
When I was there, they told me such 
things as “because you’re a junior you 
don’t have on-campus housing” and 
“most classes are not available.” 

UMass-Amherst accepted too 
many freshman students into their 
institution. Freshmen : automatically 
have preference for housing and class- 
es over all other transfer students. 

Things didn’t work out for me at 
UMass-Amherst. Now I’m at Salem 
State. I really wanted to go to Umass 
Amherst, but I take what I can afford. 
Salem State actually has a communi- 
cations major that is more what I want 
and Umass Amherst has almost noth- 
ing for their communications major. 
Everything doesn’t necessarily have 
to work out the way you want it to. It’s 
what you make of it that makes it 
worthwhile. Make the most of your 
college experience; that is when col- 
lege becomes worthwhile. 


Michael Boucher is an NECC alum- 
nus who graduated in spring 2003. 
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From West Nile to reality television 


Another year at NECC is here, 
and once again, I’m back, this time as 
the Opinions Editor. Now I have my 
very own section. And this is the 
debut of my little place to sound off 
about things that may scratch me the 
right or the wrong way. 

First off, let’s talk about the envi- 
ronment. Now, I consider myself a 
Bush supporter in most aspects. 
However, this is just silly. We are 
going to let the people who are pol- 
luting the air that we all breathe off 
the hook. I mean, yeah, it will be 
expensive to make the factories not 
as deadly to us all. But I guess that 
will be ok for the owners of these 
factories who I’m sure are in a hard 
way because of these tough* eco- 
nomic times. 

Personally, I cannot believe that 
this has received as much press as it 
has. What is quite ironic is that peo- 
ple are probably more concerned 
about West Nile Virus than they are 
with this, but hey, that’s the way it 
has to be... right? We should all stay 
inside away from those scary mos- 
quitoes. Either that or buy a ton of 


mosquito repellent, which probably 
comes from a factory that pollutes 
the air. And even if it doesn’t, the 
aerosol cans they come in aren’t the 
best thing in 
the world. 
Don’t 
get it twist- 
ed, I do use 
this stuff. 
Where I 
work, I get 
eaten alive | 
by these 
pesky bugs, 
but I’m not 
too con- 
ce tied. 
Granted, I’m — 
19 years old 
and, other 
than a little 
asthma, I 
have not 
really had | 
any respira- : 
tory _prob- 
lems. : 
The only ~ 


problem with not living in fear of 


West Nile is that I have to find other 
things to be afraid of. Ok, after a 
quick check of www.msnbc.com, I 


should be afraid of genetic cancer. 
And since two of my grandparents 
have died from cancer, I will not be 
able to live carefree anymore. 


By all means, if you think you 
have either cancer or West Nile, get 
yourself checked out. (I’m trying to 
point out how ridiculous it is that 


some of this stuff gets such huge pro- 
file stories EVERY WEEK, and then 
something that is probably a lot more 
worthwhile, such as the pollution, 
well, we will for- 
get about it in 
about a_ week. 
Then I'll be quite 
intrigued to see 
what takes the 


backseat news 
spot to West 
Nile.) 

Now, onto 


TV. I do not think 
that I have ever 
| seen more recy- 

| cled and 
reprocessed 
— pieces of hack- 
| neyed garbage on 
the TV ever. 

I love TY, 
and watch it even 
more especially 
in the winter, 
when you really 
can’t go outside 
that much. But 
maybe I’m too young to realize that 
there was something before reality 
TV that was just overdone so much. 
And the most remarkable part about 


this is that YOU KEEP WATCHING 
THIS STUFF! 

What am I most mad about? Fox 
got rid of “The Family Guy” a year 
or two back, and what did they 
replace it with, REALITY TV. In my 
opinion, that is made from the worst 
stuff on earth. How in the hell is this 
bull flop entertaining? “Hey Herman 
you see that fella on Fear Factor, 
yeah he ate a kangaroo eye, that was 
funny!”** 

But then again, we live in a soci- 
ety where individuality is hard to 
come by, and when it does, you get 
bogged down by censorship and law- 
suits i.e. Jackass, Beavis and 
Butthead, etc. But hey, more room 
for American Idol! 

Until next time, keep those cam- 
eras safely rolling... mean keep it 
real, just not real-ity. 


*Tough times for people that 
don’t have a lot of money, unlike 
upper-class people who own facto- 
ries. 


** Best done in a funny accent 
preferably southern, but very goofy. 


Murder of priest raises moral questions 


O n 
August 23, at 
Souza- 
Baranowski 
Correctional 
_ Center, con- 
victed mur- 
derer Joseph 
Lx Druce, 
who was 
serving a life 
sentence at 
maximum-security facility, 
entered the cell of defrocked priest 
and convicted sex offender John J. 
Geoghan, strangled him, and beat 
him to death. The slaying has raised 
many moral questions among prison 
staff members and lawyers sorting 
out the case. 


the 


Discrepancy exists over whether 
or not Geoghan was appropriately 
placed in the maximum-security 
facility, where corrections spokes- 
woman Kelly Nantel claims he was 
sent on account of “lying, insolence 
toward staff, and disobeying orders,” 
at the state prison in Concord, where 
he had been serving his sentence. 
However, officials at MCI-Concord 
who spoke with Geoghan about the 
transfer stress that it was mostly to 
escape harassment by inmates at 
Concord. 

According to reports from the 
Boston Globe, Geoghan allegedly 
became aware of the threat of Druce 
after his transfer to Souza- 
Baranowski. Druce was stationed a 
few cells away. Geoghan reportedly 
approached prison officials on 
account of his fear, and was ignored. 

Geoghan’s reports of fear to his 
prison guards and Druce’s notorious 


hatred for homosexu- 
als, documented in his 
prison record, suggest 
that the murder could 
have been prevented. 
Druce reportedly spent 
ample time planning 
the murder, and hinted 
towards his plans in 
conversations with 
several inmates. By the 
time the guards were 
aware of Druce’s 
attack on Geoghan, the 
door had been jammed 
shut and several min- 
utes had passed before 
they were able to open 
it. The guards should 
have been prepared for 
such an incident, espe- 
cially after the warn- 
ings they received. 


But independent John Geoghan at his sentencing. 


of the prison offi- 
cials’ incompetence, 
the question of whether or not 
Geoghan was placed in the appropri- 
ate facility still remains. One former 
clergy member serving time for 
molestation charges currently resides 
at Bay State Correctional Center in 
Norfolk, which has “two categories 
of prisoners,” according to Peter J. 
Costanza, the lawyer representing 
Geoghan: “long-time lifers well- 
adjusted to prison life and deter- 
mined to serve out their sentences 
without incident; and nonviolent sex 
offenders at risk of attack else- 
where.” The lawyer added, “Why 
didn’t he go there? I don’t know.” 
The murder, which Archbishop 
Sean P. O’Malley described as “a 
tragic end to a tragic life,” exposes 
glaring faults within the 
Massachusetts correctional facilities. 
Prisoners have the right to be safe at 


all times; they also deserve the coop- 
eration of the facility in serving their 
sentences without incidents. Placing 
Geoghan in the same cell block as 
Druce, who not only has a history of 
hate crimes against homosexuals but 
also had nothing to lose for commit- 
ting another one, was absolutely 
inexcusable. 

Admittedly, prisoners have done 
wrong in committing their crimes, 
but prison guards who choose to look 
the other way involving the harass- 
ment that inmates inflict upon each 
other are also guilty of injustice. In 
turn, the officials who employ them 
are also guilty if they fail to take 
action against the guards’ ineptitude. 

On a more personal level, the 
United States needs to look inwardly 
and re-evaluate how we, as a culture, 
view prisoners and those with mental 
illnesses such as pedophilia. Don’t 
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Locking up sex offenders and others 
with mental illneses that cause them to 
harm people may protect the general 
population and prevent further abuse, 
but it won’t get to the root of the 


problem. 


our rights state that all men are creat- 
ed equal? There is no doubt that 
those who impair the safety of others 
should be kept in correctional facili- 
ties, away from those they could 
potentially harm, even if it is on 
account of a mental illness. But I 
have to question whether or not the 
word correctional is truly accurate. 


Those who have illnesses need to 
be treated with medication and with 
therapy so that they don’t commit 
similar crimes again. In recent years, 
the media has made it quite clear that 
victims of clergy sexual abuse expe- 
rienced intense trauma. Geoghan, 
one of the perpetrators of such abuse, 
was sentenced to 10 years in prison. 
How would his sentence make good 
of that situation, unless he underwent 
an intense recovery program? 

The victims would remain with 
their trauma regardless of whether 
Geoghan recovered. But at the very 
least he could get help for his illness 
and be given a fair chance to serve 
his time without harassment from the 
inmates. Though he would doubtful- 
ly have an opportunity for a normal 


life, at least his illness would be 
appropriately dealt with. 

Locking up sex offenders and 
others with mental illnesses that 
cause them to harm people may pro- 
tect the general population and pre- 
vent further abuse, but it won’t get to 
the root of the problem. We need to 
swallow our pride as a culture and 
understand that while some people 
may have committed horrendous 
crimes against others, they are still 
human beings with the right to safety 
and health, even while serving a jail 
sentence. 

It is equally important that we 
view people with mental illnesses as 
just that, instead of “animals” or sub- 
humans. For the good of everyone, 
we need to help them fight their ill- 
nesses. Not only do I mourn for the 
victims of John Geoghan, but I also 
mourn his death. It was just as unnec- 
cessary and unfair as the abuse his 
victims endured. 
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Exposure, theft and injury on campus 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Thefts, assaults, injuries and even 
indecent exposure bared themselves 
to the Haverhill campus during the 
summer months of July and August. 


More than 20 traffic cones were 
stolen from the tractor trailer area on 
campus early July. 

The same day, two joggers dis- 
covered a man in the nude doing 
pushups behind the pump house. 
Unfortunately, he took off when secu- 
rity arrived and his license plate num- 
ber was not obtained. Stolen school 
property was found in a student’s car 
and returned. 

The following information was 
obtained from the campus security 
office: 


7/8/03: Over 20 cones were 


Joint admissions 
has huge increase 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


The number of students 
enrolled in NECC’s _ Joint 
Admissions program has dramat- 
ically increased, growing from 
268 participants in the Spring 
2001 semester to 458 during the 
last semester. It has experienced a 
nearly 75 percent growth over 
two years. 

Joint Admissions is a pro- 
gram in which NECC students 
apply and be accepted to the 
Massachusetts state colleges of 
their choice. 

Maintaining and graduating 
with a 3.0 grade point average 
can also earn members one-third 
off of state tuition. Also, the pro- 
gram eases the application 
process by allowing students to 
sign only one form to the college 
or university they choose. 

“Tt’s really quite an impres- 
sive increase,” commented Ernie 
Greenslade, director of public 
relations at NECC on the surge of 
students joining Joint 
Admissions. 

Not only are many new stu- 
dents now using NECC as a place 
to obtain their associate’s 
degrees, they are taking advan- 
tage of its Joint Admissions pro- 
gram as a stepping stone into four 
year colleges as well. 

“It’s the perfect transfer vehi- 
cle for students,” said Grace 
Dimmick, director of the academ- 
ic advising center on the Haverhill 
campus. “It’s a fall-back for stu- 
dents who want to do more than 
just two years of college.” 


3. Salem State College 
4. U Mass Boston 
5. Fitchburg State College 
6. Framingham State College 
7. Worcester State College 
8. Bridgewater State College 
9, U Mass Dartmouth 
10. Westfield State 
13. U Mass Amberst 
12. Mass College of Liberal Arts 


Dimmick believes this rapid 
rise in enrollment is the result of 
better awareness of the Joint 
Admissions program on campus. 

Flyers have been posted all 
over the campus walls, asking 
NECC students to join the pro- 
gram. One such flyer depicts the 
distances between Northern 
Essex and all the state colleges 
participating in the program on a 
Massachusetts map. 

“We want to show students 
transferring to four year colleges 
with the program is possible and 
that they can get there,” added 
Rosalie Catalano, academic 
advising faculty member and cre- 
ator of the Joint Admissions map. 

Raising faculty awareness is 
another key in Joint Admission’s 
enrollment rise. 

“We're trying to educate the 
faculty even more about this pro- 
gram, its one of my goals this 
year,” stressed Dimmick. 

A guide has been made for 
every faculty member on cam- 
pus so they are aware of the pro- 
gram and how to register. With 
this knowledge, they can pass it 
on to students and build more 
awareness of its availability to 
them. 

Dimmick expressed that 
Joint Admissions is the right pro- 
gram for students during this 
time of increasing tuition rates 
and student fees. 

“T see it as an incentive for a 
student with a 2.5 GPA to get a 
3.0 and receive the 1/3 discount 
off state colleges,” said 
Dimmick, “hopefully, as Joint 
Admissions increases, student 
transfers are as easy.” 


stolen from the tractor trailer area, 
no witnesses came forward. 


7/8/03: Two joggers reported a 
nude man doing pushups behind the 
pump house. 

A call was made to the Haverhill 
police, but the subject managed to 
escape when patrol cars arrived. No 
plate number was obtained from the 
streaker's car. 


7/9/03: A College for Kids stu- 
dent sprained his ankle in the gym, 
no ambulance was called. 


7/14/03: A man violated his 
restraining order against a woman, 
the police were called and legal 
action was taken. 


7/15/03: School property was 
found in student’s car. The property 
was returned to the rightful owner. 
No legal action was taken 


7/17/03: A student was assaulted 
in the C building. It is under police 
investigation as a simple assault case. 


7/24/03: A student hurt his toe 
while playing soccer. No ambulance 


was called. 


7/29/03: Another student was 
hurt playing soccer, no ambulance 
was called.. 


8/14/03: A woman fell while 
walking through the library. She was 
taken to the hospital by her friend. 


8/20/03: A call to the nurse’s sta- 
tion was placed when a student 
reported feeling dizzy. A medic was 
called, but the subject refused to go 
to the hospital. 


Gov. Romney's visit to NECC 


Continued from page 1 


community colleges.” 

With signs in hand, many mem- 
bers of the NECC community took 
time out of their vacation to tell 
Romney how they felt about his 
realignment plan, budget cuts and 
the issues over not funding contracts 
for education. 

“T think we had a good turnout,” 
said Flynn. “It wasn’t hard to get 
people to leave their summer vaca- 
tions.” 

Faculty members, both active 
and retired, were outside by 8 a.m. 
anxious to make their feelings heard. 
Some even brought their children, 
which added to the energy. 

One of the most vocal protesters 
was Frank Leary, the former vice 
president of the NECC faculty asso- 
ciation. 

“T’I] always do whatever I can to 
help the NECC community,” said 
Leary, who retired from Northern 
Essex in 2003. “Ill always love 
Northern Essex. 

Leary, with an American flag in 


one hand and a sign that read “save 
our state colleges” in the other, led 
the group in getting its point out to 
every car that passed. 

The main concern of the protest- 
ers was that the state is currently not 
funding the contracts of college 
employees. 

Professor Joe LeBlanc, the state 
vice president for the MCCC, said 
that Romney’s office needs to raise 
taxes to give the state more money. 

“The state is broke,” said 
LeBlanc. “They need to raise taxes.” 

But Romney managed to avoid 
the protestors by driving in the rear 
entrance of the campus and using the 
back door of the student center. 

While his guards were rushing 
him in, a few picketers managed to 
get Romney’s attention, but he 
missed the majority of the protest. 

During the meeting, which was 
held in the cafeteria, Romney spoke 
about the current condition of the 
economy in Massachusetts, and how 
he hopes to improve it. He talked 
about how he does not plan to raise 
taxes and how he is working to bring 


more businesses to Massachusetts. 
The cost of housing was also an 
issue. Meehan then took over and 
Romney left the college. 

On his was out, Romney 
declined to answer questions about 
his higher education plan and the 
non-funding of contracts. 

Romney came under fire last 
year after being elected governor, 
when he released his controversial 
higher education plan. 

President Hartleb said of the 
plan, which called for the consolida- 
tion of state colleges into regions 
among other elements, “It is exactly 
the opposite of what we had hoped.” 

Romney, the former president 
and CEO of the Salt Lake City 
Olympic Committee, has also been 
criticized for the budget cuts he has 
implemented, which was planed to 
cut 20 percent of the budget from 
higher education after offsets, or 
about $3.4 million. 

“If the Governor had his way 
with higher education, we wouldn’t 
have higher ed.,” said Flynn. “He has 
some cockamamie ideas.” 


Frank Leary, with flag, and crew wait for Gov. Mitt Romney to voice their opinions. 
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The salaries NECC employees make, and why 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The Observer has obtained pub- 
lic documents from the college 
Human Resources office, and in this 
issue revives its traditional practice 
of publishing employee salaries. 

There are many elements that 
determine the pay scale of the facul- 
ty, administration or classified 
employees, such as a janitor. The 
complex system shows why the high- 
ranking members of the administra- 
tion make a great deal more than the 
professors, according to Steve 
Fabbrucci, the director of human 
resources. 
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One of the main factors of a 
Northern Essex employee’s salary is 
their position. The highest paid 
employee of NECC is president 
David Hartleb, who makes 
$135,000.06. Due to what goes into 
the job of college president, he qual- 
ifies to make the most money. 

Another main reason why the 
administrative positions make more 
than the faculty is supervisory 
responsibility. 

“Professor’s supervisory respon- 
sibilities are very limited,” said 
Fabbrucci. 

The Northern Essex Community 
College Organizational Chart shows 
the college’s breakdown of super- 
vion. At the top is the board of 
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trustees, followed by the president 
and then by various deans and vice 
presidents. The role of these employ- 
ees is to supervise areas of the col- 
lege, such as academic affairs and 
institutional advancement. In the 
chart, each dean and VP has a large 
number of areas under his or her con- 
trol. 

Further down on the list are the 
professors, since they are considered 
low on the scale of supervising, 
according to Fabbrucci. 

Also related to that is “scope of 
responsibility.” According to the 
organizational chart, the higher 
administration has a greater scope of 
responsibility because of the people 
they manage. 


On the other end, professors have 
only their classes as a responsibility, 
and employees such as janitors have 
an even smaller area, according to 
Fabbrucci. 

Also important in salary made is 
the education an employee has. 

Another one of the major ele- 
ments that tilts salaries is perfor- 
mance. 

For professors, evaluation comes 
from a number of different areas. 
Student evaluation, which takes 
place at the end of every semester, is 
one part of the overall score. Another 
portion comes from classroom obser- 
vation. Also contributing is an evalu- 
ation of course materials by the 
administration, according _to 


Fabbrucci. 

The board of trustees instead, 
evaluates Hartleb and the higher-ups 
in the administration. 

According to Fabbrucci, the 
evaluations directly affect the 
amount of money an employee 
makes. 

The salaries of teachers, among 
other things, are spelled out in the 
collective bargaining agreement. The 
Massachusetts Community College 
Counsel negotiates that. Classified 
employees also have a separate col- 
lective bargaining agreement. The 
administration, they do not have a set 
agreement, but must follow the 
Personal Policies handbook. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
PRES 


Analysis: Bush losing 
footing as post-war 
problems mount 


WASHINGTON (AP) Sure- 
footed in winning the war in Iraq, 
President Bush seems less certain 
about what to do now. 

With casualties climbing and 
criticism growing, Bush is under 
intense pressure to do something 
differently—something to stop the 
deaths of U.S. soldiers, quell acts 
of terrorism and turn on the elec- 
tricity and water for frustrated 
Iraqis. 

At home, Democrats and 
Republicans alike are demanding 
answers, and the approach of the 
presidential campaign is ratchet- 
ing up the pressure. Struggling for 
solutions, the administration is 
divided on some of the central 
points. In the meantime, U.S. sol- 
diers are dying at the rate of more 
than one a day. 

The big questions are: what 
will it cost, how many troops will 
it take, who's going to help and 
how long will the United States 
occupy Iraq? The administration 
passed a sobering mark Tuesday 
as the number of Americans who 
have died in Iraq after the fall of 
Saddam Hussein surpassed the 
number who died during the heavy 
fighting. 


Tax cuts, war spending 
mean deficit ahead 


WASHINGTON (AP) The fed- 
eral government is in store for at 
least eight more years of budget 
deficits, including a record $480 
billion shortfall in 2004, congres- 
sional budget analysts said last 
week. 

The Congressional Budget 
Office also warned that the num- 
bers will become more dire if the 
White House gets its way on tax 
cuts and Congress fails to rein in 
spending. 

They said the budget outlook 
“has worsened substantially” since 
its last review in March, when it put 
next year's deficit at $200 billion. 
Much of that is the result of subse- 
quent acts of Congress to cut taxes 
and increase spending for defense 
and the war in Iraq, it said. 


NH students do well 
on SAT scores 


CONCORD, N.H. (AP) New 
Hampshire high school students 
did very well on this year's SAT 
college entrance tests. 

When ranked with states 
where more than 60 percent of stu- 
dents took the test, New 
Hampshire placed first in verbal 


skills and second in math. 


In both areas, this year's New 
Hampshire results were higher 
than the national mean scores. 

In New Hampshire, students 
had a mean verbal score of 522, 
three points higher than the 
national mean. New Hampshire's 
math score of 521 was 14 points 
higher than the national figure. 

A perfect score is 800. 


Honors program approved 
by state Board of Higher Ed 


Northern Essex Community 
College’s Honors Experience was 
recently designated a 


Commonwealth Honors Program by 
the Massachusetts Board of Higher 
Education. 

Five years ago, Northern Essex 
Community College created an 
Honors Experience program for aca- 
demically motivated students who 
wanted an additional challenge. 

This summer, after a rigorous 
three-year review process, the Board 
of Higher Education (BHE) gave the 
program its stamp of approval, des- 
ignating it The Commonwealth 
Honors Program for Northern Essex 
Community College. 

“This is a real coup for Northern 
Essex,” said President David F. 
Hartleb. “This means the college is 
now connected with Commonwealth 
Honors Programs at Massachusetts 
state colleges and universities. If a 
Northern Essex Honors Experience 
graduate is accepted to one of these 
four-year colleges, he or she will 
automatically qualify for the honors 
program at the transfer school.” 

The Honors Experience allows 
highly motivated and talented stu- 
dents to participate in research-based 
or creative projects that go beyond 
the scope of their regular classes. It 
emphasizes academic challenges, 
close working relationships between 
students and faculty mentors, intel- 
lectually stimulating colloquia, and 
participation in social events. 

“The Honors Experience is an 
enrichment program for college stu- 
dents,” says Professor Ginger Hurajt, 
Honors Experience coordinator. 
“Honors Experience students are 
typically high academic achievers 
who plan to transfer after graduating 
from Northern Essex. Participating 
in the program gives them an advan- 
tage when they apply to four-year 
schools and prepares them well for 
more rigorous coursework.” 

Renay McManus of Danville, 
NH graduated from Northern Essex 
with a degree in General Studies and 


Gail Haughton of Somerville, a 
2003 Honors Experience graduate. 


the Honors Experience in May of 
2002. The mother of two girls, ages 
10 and 12, McManus graduated from 
Gloucester High School in 1982 and 
attended Sylvania Tech. After stay- 
ing home to raise her children, 
McManus decided it was time to take 
care of herself 

and enrolled at Northern Essex. 
“T was ready for a challenge and the 

Honors Experience provided 
that,” said McManus. Now entering 
her senior year at Southern New 
Hampshire University, McManus is 
one of the strongest advocates of the 
Honors Experience. “With the 
Honors Experience, you put in a lot 
of extra effort but you get it all 
back.” 

Gail Haughton of Somerville, a 
2003 Honors Experience graduate, 
with a degree in Deaf Studies: Sign 
Language Interpreting, is hoping to 
publish a musical about Lowell dur- 
ing the 19th century that was 
inspired by an Honors Colloquium 
course about Lowell that she com- 
pleted in the spring of 2002. 

“T came to college to learn how 
to be a sign language interpreter but 
I also have a passion for writing and 
music. By participating in the 
Honors Experience, I was able to 
explore all of my interests and maxi- 


mize my college education.” 

Students entering NECC who 
wish to participate in the program 
must have advanced placement 
standing with a grade of four or bet- 
ter and/or a B+ average in high 
school courses; be in the top one- 
fourth of their graduating class; and 
submit a letter of recommendation 
from a guidance counselor or faculty 
member. 

Individuals currently enrolled at 
Northern Essex, must have complet- 
ed at least 12 credits toward a degree 
program, have a quality point aver- 
age of 3.5; and submit two letters of 
recommendation from faculty mem- 
bers. In addition, all participants 
must complete three honors projects 
in any course deemed eligible in any 
degree program. The student is 
responsible for the normal course 
requirements as well as either a 
library-based research project, field 
research, or an original experiment. 
At the end of the semester the stu- 
dent is responsible for producing a 
10 -15 page report, a series of short- 
er reports or a written narrative on 
the process of completing the pro- 
ject. They must also present a 15- 
minute presentation to the Honors 
Committee. 

Honors Experience students 
must also enroll in the Honors collo- 
quium, which is a three-credit course 
designed to introduce honors stu- 
dents to a single broad topic to be 
studied from a variety of perspec- 
tives. 

Emphasis is placed on integra- 
tion of material, critical thinking, 
cooperative learning, and indepen- 
dent research. 

For more information on the 
Honors Experience at Northern 
Essex, contact Professor Ginger 
Hurajt at 978 556-3454 or ghura- 
jt@necc.mass.edu or visit the 
Honors Experience website which is 
located at necc.mass.edu. Click on 
academics and you will find a link to 
Honors Experience. 


Visual Arts graduates win 
Montserrat scholarships 


They were among 


first to graduate from 


new NECC program 


Two NECC graduates have each 
been awarded a $15,000 talent schol- 
arship, dispersed over three years, 
from Montserrat College of Art, a 
college of art and design in Beverly. 

Christina Eldridge of Peabody 
and Jeannie Dunnigan of 
Newburyport, graduated with high 
honors with an Associate’s Degree in 
General Studies with a Visual Arts 
Option from Northern Essex in May. 

They are two of the first four stu- 
dents to graduate from the college’s 
fledgling Visual Arts Option program 
created for the student who wanted to 
pursue art, but not necessarily graph- 
ic design. 

Students who earn a degree in the 
Visual Arts Option, graduate with a 
strong portfolio and are poised to 


transfer into a four-year college pro- 
gram to pursue studies in a variety of 
areas including education and art 
therapy. 

The other two graduates of the 
program, Andrea Shine of Haverhill 
hopes to transfer to the 
Massachusetts College of Art and 
Vanessa Bentley also of Haverhill 
will attend the University of New 
Hampshire where she will study cul- 


tural studies and fine arts. 

Eldridge and Dunnigan were 
offered the scholarships after area art 
schools, including Montserrat and 
Massachusetts College of Art, visited 
NECC to review the portfolios of 
Fine Arts students. 

For additional information con- 
tact Diane Edstrom, at 978-556- 
3331. 


UNH. warns freshmen. about recent assaults 


DURHAM, N.H. (AP) The 


University of New Hampshire has 


started briefing incoming freshman — 


on safety precautions after various 


~ visib II st ve 
_ in the past,” university spokes 


staff will be out in common areas 


. peporty this summer about aman 


woman Kim Billings said. “The — 


much more.” 
_ The bulk of UNH's 2,600 


incoming — freshmen arrive this 


weekend. School officials: say Shere 


apart: The 
unlocked. _ 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


US plans no talks 
with North Korea, 
demands dismantling 
of nuclear weapons 


BEIJING (AP) The United 
States said last week it would hold 
no formal one-on-one talks with 
North Korea at a six-nation sum- 
mit to resolve a dispute over the 
communist nation's nuclear pro- 
gram. A Russian report, mean- 
while, said all six may meet again 
in two months. 

U.S. officials played down the 
importance of an informal meet- 
ing the day before between the top 
U.S. and North Korean envoys on 
the sidelines of the talks. 

China, Russia, South Korea 
and Japan are also participating in 
the Beijing meeting, launched 
Wednesday in hopes of resolving 
a pernicious stalemate over the 
North's nuclear program. 

The United States is demand- 
ing that North Korea dismantle its 
nuclear program. The North says 
it will do so only after Washington 
signs a nonaggression pact and 
offers humanitarian aid. 


Blair says he did not 
exaggerate Saddam’s 


threat before the war 


LONDON (AP) Prime 
Minister Tony Blair told an 
inquiry last week that his office 
did not exaggerate estimates of 
Saddam Hussein's weapons of 
mass destruction and said that he 
would have had to resign if it had. 

Facing the worst crisis of his 
six years in office, Blair ques- 
tioned the credibility of a British 
Broadcasting Corp. report that his 
government distorted the threat 
presented by Saddam to bolster 
the case for an Iraq war. 

“Tt was an extraordinary alle- 
gation to make and an extremely 
serious one” he told an inquiry 
into the death of a government 
weapons expert who was caught 
up in a political storm over the 
government's Iraq policy. 

Blair said a contentious gov- 
ernment dossier on Iraq's arsenal, 
released in September, was based 
on intelligence sources and was 
not manipulated for political rea- 
sons. 


US general blames 
violence on lack of 


Iraqi cooperation 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) The 
commander of U.S. forces in Iraq 
said there was no need for more 
U.S. troops in the country and 
blamed continuing violence on 
insufficient intelligence and the 
lack cooperation from the Iraqi 
people. 

“Putting more soldiers on the 
ground is not going to solve the 
problem if I don't have the intelli- 
gence to act on,” Sanchez said at a 
news conference. 

What was needed, he said, 
was an Iraqi civil defense force 
and more Iraqi police to “establish 
linkages to the Iraqi people...to get 
the information that we need.” 
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Memorial planned 
to honor 9/11/01 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


NECC has a number of activities 
and displays planned for the two year 
anniversary of the terrorist attack on 
the Twin Towers in New York City, 
the Pentagon in Washington D.C. 
and the plane that crashed in a field 
80 miles southeast of Pittsburgh on 
September 11, 2001. 

The memorial, which will take 
place on Sept. 11, 2003, will begin at 
8:46 a.m., the moment that the first 
plane crashed into the World Trade 
Center’s north tower. Beginning 
then, the campus bell in Haverhill, 
known as the Carillon, will chime 
102 times, signifying the number of 
moments between when the first 
plane hit the tower and when the 
buildings collapsed. That will last 
eight minutes. 

Also beginning at 8:46 a.m., both 
campuses of Northern Essex will be 
asked to take part in two minutes of 
silence. 

Following those events, the 
Ourania Behrakis Student Center at 
the Haverhill campus and_ the 


Dimitry Building Atrium at the 
Lawrence campus will each hold 
candlelight vigils for the roughly 
2,800 people who were killed in the 
attacks of 9/11. All in attendance will 
be given candles to hold in tribute to 
the victims of that day. 

At 12 noon, the Lawrence 
Dimitry Building and the Bentley 
Library Conference area of the 
Haverhill campus will hold a multi- 
media tribute, which will include a 
PowerPoint presentation and differ- 
ent television broadcasts. 

The PowerPoint slide show, 
which is roughly five minutes long, 
consists of still pictures of different 
tributes, which took place on Sept. 
11, 2002. The emotionally charged 
photos show not only the tributes 
from different areas of America, but 
also from countries around the 
world. Poignant photos of vigils 
from countries such as Russia, 
Germany, Denmark and South Korea 
show that many countries were 
touched by the attack. 

Also present will be a number of 
televisions, which will be showing 
different nationally broadcasted 
memorials from stations such as 


ABC. Also available will be sheets 
that tell the chronology of the events 
that occurred. 

On hand to speak will be Elaine 
Ber, who has a background in the 
areas related to dealing with terror- 
ism. According to a release, she will 
be addressing how secure the US 
currently is from a similar, among 
other topics. She will explain her 
feelings on the current state of 
affairs, and where she believes the 
future will lead. 

Complimentary refreshments 
will be available to anyone in atten- 
dance. 

The tribute, however, will not be 
confined to 9/11/03. From Sept. 8 to 
Oct. 1, The Bentley Library will be 
holding a display of items commem- 
orating the victims, heroes of 9/11 as 
well as the destruction that was 
caused. About a dozen books will be 
on display as well as other materials 
related to the attack. 

Dina Brown, coordinator of 
Student Activities, who has worked 
to get the day planned, said that she 
hopes many students take part in the 
activities. 


David Swanson photo/KRT 


Rescue workers remove a body from the debris of the World 
Trade Center on Thursday, September 13, 2001, in New York. 


Lawrence center to focus on success of Latino students 


Northern Essex Community 
College recently unveiled a newly 
renovated and fully staffed one-stop 
center for career planning and advis- 
ing in Lawrence, thanks to a $2 mil- 
lion federal grant to develop and 
implement programs and services for 
Hispanic students. 

The Career Planning and 
Advising Center (CPAC) is located in 
the college’s John R. Dimitry 
Building at 45 Franklin Street on the 
Lawrence campus. 

The funding —$417,000 a year for 
five years—comes from the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Title V 
Improving Institutions Grant, under 
the Hispanic Serving Institution 
Program. 

With the opening of CPAC, finan- 
cial aid, academic advising, counsel- 
ing and other services will be located 
in one place, making it easier for stu- 
dents to access the vast array of ser- 
vices that are available. There also 
will be additional support options 
available to Hispanic students, such as 
programs designed to sharpen basic 
skills and identify career options. The 
one-stop center will track all Hispanic 
students to insure that they are achiev- 
ing academic success. 

Four new bicultural staff mem- 
bers—Carlos Matos of Lawrence, 
director of the Title V grant; Lizbeth 
Ortiz of Lawrence, financial aid offi- 
cer; Xavier Pelaez of Byfield, career 
development counselor; and Gisela 
Ramirez-Nash of North Andover, 
community outreach counselor—have 
also been hired with funding from the 
grant. 

These Title V funds are designed 
to improve and strengthen an institu- 
tion’s capacity to serve Hispanic stu- 


Carlos Matos 


dents and 
low-income individuals. Northern 
Essex Community College’s 


Lawrence Campus—which is 45% 
Hispanic— was designated as a 
Hispanic Serving Institution in 
February of 2001. In order to be con- 
sidered, colleges and universities must 
have a student population that is at 
least 25 percent Hispanic. 

Mary Ellen Ashley, who drafted 
the grant and is the college’s senior 
vice president for enrollment manage- 
ment and student services, said the 
focus of this grant is student success. 

“We want more Latino students to 
be successful,” she said. “When a stu- 
dent makes contact with our one-stop 
center, we'll find out what their needs 
are, and we won’t let go of them until 
those needs are met.” 

Ashley is pleased with the new 
space and the caliber of the recently 
hired bilingual staff members. 

“Our four new bilingual staff 
members are smart and connected 


Lizbeth Ortiz 


with the needs of 

the Hispanic community. I’m very 
excited about what we will be able to 
accomplish together.” 

For the past two years, Carlos 
Matos has been project manager for 
Northern Essex Community College’s 
“Third Tier Cities” Project, a partner- 
ship with Northeastern University and 
the Holyoke Chamber of Commerce, 
funded by the U.S. Department of 
Labor. 

Matos holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Saint Anselm College and is 
completing graduate coursework at 
the University of Massachusetts. A 
former teacher in the Lawrence Public 
School System, Matos was a legisla- 
tive assistant to both Massachusetts 
State Representative Jose Santiago 
and Rhode Island Lieutenant 
Governor Charles Fogarty. 

In his current position, Matos is 
concentrating on enhancing the gradu- 
ation rates of Hispanic students at 
Northern Essex with the goal of 


Xavier Pelaez 


increasing their educational 
success. 

Lizbeth Ortiz received her associ- 
ate’s from Northern Essex and will 
receive her bachelor’s from 
Merrimack College in December. She 
has worked at Northern Essex for 
three years, as a bookkeeper in the 
bursar’s office and as an administra- 
tive assistant in both the financial aid 
and specialized student service 
offices. Her role on the CPAC team is 
to counsel students on financial aid 
options. 

A graduate of Middlebury 
College, Xavier Pelaez has an exten- 
sive background in sales and corpo- 
rate training. For the past two years, 
he has been chief executive officer of 
Diversa Training Partners, a bilingual 
training company in Newburyport. 
Prior to that, he was a multi-site train- 
ing manager for Arrow Electronics, 
North America in North Reading. 

A graduate of the Officer 
Candidate School at the Naval 


Gisela Ramirez-Nash 


Training Center in Newport, RI and 
former training officer in the United 
States Navy, Pelaez is designing an 
academic/career advising program for 
the college’s Lawrence Campus and is 
responsible for assessing student 
needs and goals in these areas, coordi- 
nating internships and mentoring pro- 
grams, and creating a system for 
assessing student goals and measuring 
outcomes. 

Gisela Ramirez-Nash holds a 
bachelor’s from the University of 
Puerto Rico and a Master’s in Public 
Administration from The American 
University. She has worked as a 
social worker in Puerto Rico, and, 
most recently, as a management ana- 
lyst for the United States Air Force 
and the United States Army. 

Under the Title V grant, Ramirez- 
Nash is developing a Student Mentor 
Program, adapting and creating com- 
ponents to best serve the Latino popu- 
lation at Northern Essex. 

In addition to centralizing and 
enhancing services for Hispanic stu- 
dents, the grant will fund the hiring of 
three bilingual, bicultural faculty role 
models who will inspire and guide 
students in their academic experiences 
and career choices. Working in part- 
nership with experienced Northern 
Essex faculty members, these three 
new faculty will first design and then 
implement supplemental instructional 
material to assist student progress in 
math, science, and reading and writ- 
ing English. The academic compo- 
nent of the grant will get started this 
summer. 

For more information on the Title 
V Program at Northern Essex, contact 
Matos at 978 738-7413 or 


—_— 
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Freddy vs. Jason is just a bloody 
disappointment 


This sequel to the 
classic slasher 
movies isn t funny 
or frightening 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


I thought before going to see 
“Freddy vs. Jason,” that I was about 
to see something original and fright- 
ening. The film had taken at least 
ten years to make, and I had been 
waiting forever to see it. 

Now I realize after watching 
what a waste of money and time it 
was. “Freddy vs. Jason” is just like 
any other bad slasher-movie, corny 
and unoriginal. 

The film boasts it is a combina- 
tion of two slasher movie heavy- 
weights, razor-clawed Freddy 
Krueger (Robert Englund) of the 
“Nightmare on Elm Street” series, 


and Jason Voorhees (Ken 
Kirzinger,) the hockey mask 
adorned murder of the “Friday the 
13th series. 

However, the film is plagued 
with repeated mistakes from the 
older films of the two serial killers. 
Nothing really new is being present- 
ed, teenagers are being tormented 
and killed, whoop-de-doo. 

Directed by Ronny Yu, the basic 
premise of the story is that Freddy, 
is being forgotten by the town of 
Springwood, from which he used to 
terrorize. 

Desperate, he finds Jason in 
hell, and tricks him into thinking his 
deceased mother is telling him what 
to do. Murders and gruesome deaths 
follow as Jason executes his “moth- 
er’s” commands. If people are afraid 
again, Freddy can become powerful 
to destroy them in their dreams. 

As Jason ravages the town of 
Springwood, another boring group 
of teenagers Sets out to find out what 
is going on. Then they discover 


Freddy as the culprit much to fast. In 
one scene, they are sitting around 
talking about these murders, and a 
security guard comes and speaks 
with them. 

He says that the goalie serial 
killer is Jason Voorhees, who exe- 
cuted counselors galore at a camp 


cracking jokes at them. 

In one such scene, a superficial 
teenager (Kelly Rowland of 
Destiny’s Child) talks of getting a 
nose job to her friends. A second 
later, Freddy’s clawed hand reaches 
out of a magazine and rips her nose 
off. Freddy growls, “Got your 


—_—<_—_—_—_—_ (4 ____——_ 


I thought about this, hmm, basically 
anyone could dress up in a hockey 
mask, murder people and not be 


identified. 


called Crystal Lake. Ithought about 
this, hmm, basically anyone could 
dress up in a hockey mask, murder 
people and not be identified. 

Not only is “Freddy vs. Jason” 
predictable, but corny as well. There 
are scenes where Freddy torments 
our protagonist teenagers with glee, 


nose!” Yeah, not very funny. 
Freddy and Jason don’t even 
face off against each other until the 
end of the film. It is somewhat 
entertaining to watch the two psy- 
chos quarrel, but not really. Freddy 
jumps around like a irritated old 
man, making wisecracks about 


Jason and his appearance. Jason, a 
mute, just stares blankly at him and 
slashes away. 

What I did like about this film 
was its possibility in jumpstarting 
the “Nightmare” and “Friday” film 
franchises again. Perhaps there is a 
chance for a new generation of 
moviegoers to see these two mani- 
acs again. 

However, if the same mistakes 
and repetitiveness are made, I don’t 
think they will be worth watching. 

To see these two at their best, 
watch their original first films. 

Although, Jason is not really in 
the first “Friday” movie, the film is 
clever, not revealing the killer until 
the end of the film. “A Nightmare on 
Elm Street” has an original concept 
as Freddy as the boogyman/murder- 
er of teenagers. 

Instead of spending your hard- 
earned nine dollars on “Freddy vs. 
Jason,” go out and rent their prede- 
cessors. These are truly frightening 
and unique films worth the cash. 


Top Notch announces new acting company, and 
production of ‘Complete Works of Shakespeare’ 


Theater alumni form 
Fringe Players of 
NECC 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The Fringe Players of Northern 
Essex Community College, the Top 
Notch Players of Northern Essex 
Community College.. who are these 
guys anyway? 

The Top Notch Players are the 
resident company at the college. 
They have been in existence for more 
than 30 years and produce at least 
one main stage production a semester 
in the Top Notch Theater. The advi- 
sors to this troupe of thespians are 
Susan Sanders and Jim Murphy. Jim 
and Susan are husband and wife and 
professors in the Humanities 
Division, sharing an office in room 
C317. 
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The Top Notch Players partici- 
pate actively in the Kennedy 
Center/American College Theater 
Festival (KC/ACTF). The KC/ACTF 
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is a national organization under the 
umbrella heading of the Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts in 
Washington, D.C. NECC has been 
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the recipient of numerous awards and 
recognition from KC/ATCF. The pro- 
gram at NECC has been referred to 
as “one of the strongest two year col- 
lege programs in region one of the 
KC/ACTF”. 

This fall, the Top Notch Players 
will perform “As You Like It” by 
William Shakespeare. Auditions for 
the production are on September 
10th at 6:00 pm in the Top Notch 
Theater and are open to all full and 
part time students at NECC. You do 
not need to be enrolled in a theater 
course or have experience to join Top 
Notch, 

Ok, but who are the Fringe 
Players? 

The Fringe Players are a new 
company, formed this summer with 
the express intent of bringing theater 
into the community with the goal of 
mounting productions aimed at ele- 
mentary and secondary school audi- 
ences, and civic organizations. 

The company is under the direc- 
tion of Jim Murphy and features 


alumni from the NECC theater pro- 
gram. The first production of the 
Fringe Players is “The Complete 
Works of William Shakespeare 
(Abridged), which will be performed 
in the Top Notch Theater. The per- 
formances are Fridays through 
Sundays, Sept 12-21st. 

The alumni involved in the initial 
production, Mathew Carr, Paul 
Melendy, and Mark Morrison are the 
actors in this mad cap piece under the 
direction of John Sefel. Stage crew 
and tech demands are being met by 
Cheri Riena Thunstrom and Jenny 
Giorato. The posters announcing the 
production were done by alumna 
Cheri Beaumont. 

Confused? Want to see a show? 
Want to get involved? 

Stop by C317 and talk with Jim 
or Susan, call them at their office at 
extension 556-3374, email them at 
ssanders@necc.mass.edu or jmur- 
phy@necc.mass.edu, or be an audi- 
ence member. Without you, it’s just a 
rehearsal! 


The Northern Essex Community College 
Top Notch Players invite all students to 


Auditions 


for William Shakespeare’s 


As You Like It 


{ | ‘i Wednesday, September 10 at 6:00 in the Top Notch Theater 


Poste 


No experience necessary. Actors, musicians, carpenters, painters, lighting 
crew and backstage crew needed. 


For further information contact Jim Murphy or Susan Sanders in C317C; 


call 978-556-3374; or email jmurphy@ necc.mass.edu or ssanders@necc.mass.edu. 
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By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


UPN 

UPN has a new slogan, “It’s time for U”. 

No, I don’t know what this means either. Are they saying 
“We’re the network that really cares for our viewers, see we’re 
even trying to sound hip to attract young urban minorities” or 
are they trying to target viewers who speak Text Messaging as 
their first language? 


“The Opposite Sex” 

(Eve. Mondays, 8:30 pm) 

Middle drawer rapper Eve has, for whatever odd reason, 
been given her own show. I like Eve, and she comes across as 
a tolerable actress. But I wonder if it’s not too soon to give her 
a sitcom of her own. Yes, Will Smith had one, but he’s a phe- 
nomenal talent who has genuine star power. Queen Latifah was 
given her own show, but not as the star, she was part of an 
ensemble cast on “Livin’ Single”, and many of her co stars were 
also well established comic actors. Both Smith and Latifah have 
won critical acclaim movies both before and after their shows. 
LL. Cool J. had a show, he is also a decent actor (although not 
in danger of winning any awards). However, his show only 
stayed afloat due to an excellent time slot. Bette Middler’s 
show “Bette” didn’t last a whole season. “Reba” has managed 
to hold on, possibly once again because of timeslot. 

Eve might’ve done better to try being a supporting actor on 
another show before trying her own. Making the transition from 
singer to actor is difficult for the most well established stars. It 
needs an additional gimmick. Grade, C- 


“All of Us” 

(Duane Martin. Tuesdays, 8:30 pm) 

A show from executive producers Will Smith and Jada 
Pinket. A couple with a small son has divorced. The ex hus- 
band has met another woman and wants to start a life with her. 
However, his ex wife keeps hanging around, because obviously 
she wants to remain a part of her son’s life. The ex and the girl- 
friend are very, very different people which is what provides 
most of the comedy. The funniest line comes from a friend of 
the main character. 

“I’ve been married and divorced 3 times. You don’t know 
scary til you’ve lost haif of half of half of everything.” 

Grade, B+ 


“Rock Me Baby” 
(Dan Cortese. Tuesdays, 9:00 pm) 


A rock dj and his wife have had a baby. They discover that 
their immature behavior has to change now that there is a child 

in the house. Whoop dee doo. We’ve seen this already, and 
the jokes are often clichéd. Grade, D 


“The Mullets” 

(Loni Anderson. Tuesdays, 9:30 pm) 

A Saturday Night Live type sketch somehow mutated into 
30 minutes of questionable laughs. While the satire of white 
trash types is sometimes funny, I don’t know if it should be the 
length of an entire sitcom. This is one of those shows that 
could either flop right away, or become a sort of weird cult hit, 
with people tuning in every week, not able to believe what 
they’re seeing. Grade, C+ 


“Jake 2.0” 

(Christopher Gorham. Wednesdays, 9:00 pm) 

A computer geek is recruited by the government for an 
experiment. The experiment goes wrong and he ends up with 
superpowers. 

What’s the difference between this show and the zillion oth- 
ers like it that have been on tv before? Its pro government 
stance. Instead of the usual “Superhero is mutilated by govern- 
ment powers and has to run/hide from them”, Jake 2.0 is treat- 
ed nicely by the government and works for them to help stop 
crime. A superhero working for the government willingly feels 
like it’s violating some superhero character code. Can | take off 
points for a show disagreeing with my politics? 

Grade, B+ 

UPN has confirmed that “Enterprise” (the Star Trek pre- 
quel), “Half’n Half’, “One on One” and wrestling will definet- 
ly be returning. Friday nights will be movie night on UPN. 


CBS 

CBS should call themselves “the network that never takes a 
risk.” While this can be irritating, it can also be reassuring in 
the sense that CBS would never try to force “The Mullets” on 
anyone. 

“Navy NCIS” 

( Mark Harmon. Tuesdays. 8:00 pm.) 

Probably their worst offering this season. It’s a “JAG 
ripoff, with a stuffy title and ridiculous acting. Grade, D 


“Two and a Half Men” 

(Charlie Sheen, Jon Cryer. Mondays, 9;30 pm) 

I’m going to name this one the funniest sitcom CBS is pro- 
ducing this season. Charlie Sheen plays a bachelor who takes in 
his loser brother and ten year old nephew after the brother gets 
divorced. It’s frankly hilarious in places, all the actors have 
excellent timing and the script is genuinely amusing. The boy 
who plays Sheen’s nephew steals every scene he’s in. Grade, A 


“The Stones” 

( Judith Light . No timeslot announced) 

Yeah. I thought this would be more interesting than it was. 
I was expecting a documentary, or the chance to watch Mick 

Jagger and Keith Richards on a reality show. 

No suck luck. 

It’s a one joke show about a couple with grown children 
who announce that they want a divorce. The only funny charac- 
ter is the brother, a twitchy biological scientist in love with his 
equally dorky co-worker. Grade, C+ 


“The Brotherhood of Poland, NH.” 

(Randy Quaid. Wednesdays. 10:00 pm) 

Long title. But the show has potential as an honest family 
drama about three middle aged brothers who have lived in the 
same town their whole lives. One is the mayor, one is the police 
chief. It’s from David E. Kelly,(producer of The Practice, Boston 
Public and Ally McBeal) although that’s not a guarantee of qual- 
ity it does mean that the show will not be insulting to New 
Englanders or inaccurate in its portrayal of us. 

The one thing I would have changed is the name of the main 
characters.They are called the “Shaw Brothers.” New 
Hamphshire people who were alive in the 60s, 70s and early 80s 
might get why that’s on the amusing side. Or maybe they won’t. 
Not everyones into folk music. Grade, A- 


Former “General Hospital” star Amber Tamblyn is 
the title character in “Joan.” 


“Joan of Arcadia” 

(Amber Tamblyn, Joe Montegna. Fridays 8:00 pm) 

A police detective is trying to solve a murder. His daughter 
is hearing voices from God. The daughter (played by Amber 
Tamblyn, formerly of General Hospital), meets a boy who tells 
her he is the Almighty. He reappears to her in various forms, 
including the school lunch lady. He seems to be positioning 
Joan in a way so that her life and her new “gift” become help- 
ful. It’s this weird new gift that leads Joan to have a run in with 
the killer her father is looking for, and the killer begins to stalk 
her. 

The religious aspect isn’t handled in a way that seems pushy 
or heavy handed. It’s all very up in the air exactly what is real- 
ly going on. 

It’s suspenseful and intriguing, and Tamblin has matured 
into a wonderful actress. Grade, A+ 


“The Handler” 

(Joe Pantoliano. Fridays 10:00 pm) 

A sometimes humorous look at the world of undercover 
cops. The “Handler” likes to set up his trainees in realistic 
seeming situations to see how they handle themselves, without 
alerting them to the fact that it’s only a test. Grade, B 


“Cold Case” 

(Kathryn Morris. Sundays 8:00 pm) 

A group of detectives that investigate the “cold case” files. 
This means they try to solve murders other agencies have given 
up on. 

The first case is apparently based on the infamous “Moxley 
Murder” in Greenwich, Conn. in the mid 70s. Grade, C+ 


Watch for previews, from NBC, ABC, FOX, and the WB. 


Philosophy of college life (this isn’t pre- school) 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


College classes are not like 
high school classes. 

First of all, it’s not customary 
to ask if you can leave to use the 
bathroom. Unless you are in the 
middle of a dance routine practice, 
asking to leave will only annoy the 
teacher. No one can force you to 
stay in a classroom, so if you gotta 
go, then GO. 

Other reasons to leave the 
classroom might include if you 
feel like talking loudly to your 
friend about last night’s wild party. If you’re not prepared to 
pay attention, leave until you are. Feeling too sleepy? There 
are some nice couches in the student center that you can nap 
on. 

In college, they want you to think, and cultivate strong 
opinions. They even encourage the sharing of those opinions in 
class. But NOT all at once. Still remember how to raise your 
hand and wait to be called on? Good. 

Also, remember to let the teacher talk. That is why you’re 
here, after all. If you’re not interested in listening, may I 


repeat myself and tell you to get out? 

Teachers reserve the right to kick you out of a class, or drop 
you if you don’t show up for three or more days in a row. So 
don’t forget to actually show up. No one makes you go to 
class, but on the other hand, no one makes you go to class. 
Also, although the teachers here are caring and attentive and 


— 


This school has a variety of ages attending. 
We have people who remember seeing The 
Beatles live on “Ed Sullivan,” and we have 
people who can’t even name The Beatles 
and don’t know who Ed Sullivan was. 


willing to help you out, your own idiotic mistakes are your own 
idiotic mistakes. 

This college’s social structure is not like high school either. 
NECC is not a fashion show. Many students here have low 
incomes or are single parents who also have to put in full time 
at work. It’s great to look good, but your social status doesn’t 
depend on what you’ve got on. Ignore anyone who tries to tell 


you different. Alternately, it’s important not to dress like 
you're still in high school. You have to start getting ready to 
be seen as an adult, so dump the teeny bopper clothes. 

This school has a variety of ages attending. We have peo- 
ple who remember seeing The Beatles live on Ed Sullivan, and 
we have people who can’t even name the members of The 
Beatles and don’t know who Ed Sullivan was. 
Now is the time for all you 19-year-olds fresh out 
of high school to learn that it is Not All About 
You. A rude shock, I know. 

In college, you may encounter people who’s 
beliefs, backgrounds, sexual orientations or musi- 
cal tastes are GASP different from yours! Learn 
to live with it or keep your mouth shut. If you’re 
immature enough to think that harassing someone 
because of their different lifestyle is going to have 
any affect on them, think again. You may end up 
being famous all over campus for being publicly 
ridiculed in the Observer. 

There is no hierarchy here. There is no “cool” 
crowd. There are only your friends and other people’s friends, 
unless of course you are one of those pathetic losers no one 
likes at all and you have no friends. Hey, maybe the social 
aspect of college isn’t important to you. Good for you, you'll 
get out of here faster and start making the good money. 
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NECC MONTH OF 
WELCOME 
ACTIVITIES 


3— 30 
3—8 Free Popcorn & Pool (HAV 
da 


Sept.5 | Women's Network support 
group— Finally Fridays 12-1 PM 
(HAV) 

Auditions for “As you like 
it” (HAV) 

Bagel day (give out mini 
bagels 
Sept. 11 | 9-11 remembrances 9am & 


w 
Cm 
uf 


Sept. 19 


Joke Day 
Finally Fridays 12— 1 PM (HAV) 
Dean at Holyoke 1 PM 

Sept. 21 | Complete works of Shakespeare 
Top Notch Theatre 3 PM (HAV) 

Sept. 22 | College Welcome Address— 


Dimitry Bldg. 12-1 PM (LAW) 
Flag Football 12 — 1 PM (HAV) 


Sept. 10 


noon (both) | : 
Sept. | Complete works of Shakespeare do ae ake soe Ae 
12—20 | (Top Notch Theatre} - 8 PM 


Student Senate 3~5PM (LAW) 
Womens Volleyball vs. Lesley at 
Lesley 7:30 PM 


Sept. 26 | Finally Friday's 12-1 PM (HAV) 
3vs3 basketball sign-ups 12PM 
(HAV) 
ept. 27 | Rosh Hashanah 
Womens Volleyball vs. Mitchell/ 
Holyoke at NECC 1 PM (HAV) 


Sept. 29 | Making College Count - Library 
Conf. ABC 12 - 1PM (HAV) 

Flag Football 12 - 1 PM (HAV) 
Sept. 30 | Making College Count— Dimitry 
Atrium 12-1 PM (LAW) 
Women’s Volleyball vs. Dean at 


NECC 7 PM (HAV) 
5 OPS n, 
Ww . 


For more information, contact Northern Essex Community College Student Activities & Orientation Department at 
978-556-3731. Events are sponsored by the Student Activities & Orientation Department, a part of the College Life and Healthy Living Unit, Division of 
Enroliment Management and Student Services. To request a sign language interpreter please call 978-556-3897. 


HAV) 
Sept. 12 | Finally Fridays 12-1 PM (HAV) 
Sept. 15 | College Welcome Address 
Library ABC 12 — 1PM (HAV) 
Inter Club Council Mtg. 
3:30 -4:30 PM (LAW) 
College Life & Campus Service 
Fair 1 1am — 1pm (HAV} 
Student Senate info meeting 
3-5 PM (HAV) 


Sept. 17 
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First fashion disaster of the semester 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


Another semester has started, 
and the fashion disaster is back. 
Lucky for this incoming freshman 
Mathew Maguire I have decided to 
start the semester off on a nice 
note. 

The one thing about Mathew’s 
style that I like is that he looks 
good without taking too much time 
to get ready. 

When asked to describe his 
style Matt responded, “I pretty 
much just roll out of bed and get 
dressed... I have no idea why you 
would pick me as a fashion right... 
I think you might need glasses.” 

You do not have to spend hours 
upon hours getting dressed in the 
morning. 


wares 


I take about 10 min- 
utes to get dressed in 
the morning. 


Mathew Maguire 


Cargo pants are always in style; 
they can dress up or dress down 
any outfit. However, I have to say 
that although Matt had the right 
idea with the cargo pants I think 
it’s time for a new pair. It looks like 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


Another 
semester at 
Norhen 
B/S uSh OUX 
Community 
College has 
started. | am 
; hoping to 
have a great 
semester just 
like the last 
year. Working on the Observer has 
been a great experience for me and 
I’m hoping to learn a lot more this 
semester about the ways of journal- 
ism. The staff on the Observer is a 
very dedicated and hard working 


- Drop off letters to the newsroom in the 


team, and I am privileged to work 
with such professional journalists. 

Let me introduce myself again, 
I am Jillian Stanton, a brocast jour- 
nalism major. I am the fashion and 
fitness editor of the Observer. You 
might remember me from some of 
my articles and fashion disasters 
last semester. 

I graduated from Triton in 2001 
and will be transferring in the fall. I 
am a huge U2 and Doors fan. I am 
currently a dancer at NAPPA and 
am on the dance team there. 

If you have any fashion ques- 
tions or comments about any of my 
articles, email me at 
observer@necc.mass.edu. I look 
forward to reading your questions 
and comments. 


tak yous voice 


SOBER ERS 


Dont get caught in 
last season S fashion, 
there is no reason to 


be out of style 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


A new semester has begun, and 
you all know what that means, new 
classes, new friends and of course, 
new clothes. Luckily, for all of you 
Northern Essex students, you have 
me to help you along the way. 

So get out your notebooks and 
highlighters and take notes, because 
who wants to be wearing last sea- 
son’s fashion? 

If you only take one piece of 
fashion advice from me this semes- 
ter, please take this: wearing your 
clothing 12 sizes too big for you is 
not attractive at all. That might have 
been the style back in the days when 
people still thought that Britany 
Spears had talent. But just like her— 
it’s played out. 

The 1980’s are back in full force, 
from the cut off shirts to the mesh 
hats, it’s all back with a vengeance. 

A good acessory to have this sea- 


he has had these for a 
while. 

You cannot go 
wrong with a baseball 
hat, but Matt, what is 
with it hanging half off 
your head? either put it 
on or do not wear it at 
all. 

I like the sweater, I 
think that every person 
should own a_ nice 
sweater. But tough guy, 
this is not GQ, relax a 
little bit. 

Although I am nota 
big sneaker fan, at least 
Matt is wearing a nice 
clean pair of sneakers. 
Guys, there is no reason 
to be wearing old and 
dirty sneakers, let them 
go, there are many other 
pairs out there. Would 
you wear a beat up and 
dirty shirt, so why 
would you wear sneak- 
ers, that you have had 
since freshman year of 
high school? 


son is colored hoop earings. From 
neo green to bright blue, they look 
good with an outfit, whether you are 
dressing up for a big date or just 
hanging out with some friends. You 
can take a plain outfit and with the 
right aces- 
sory like 
earings or 
the right 
necklaces 
and take 
that outfit 
from plain 
and boring 
to fun and 
exciting. 

A good 
thing to 
have in 
your closet 
this season is an old concert shirt. 
Whether it’s the Sex Pistols or The 
Who you can’t go wrong. If you go 
to any second hand store (Good Will 
or Salvation Army), you will find all 
kinds of old concert shirts. Pick one 
up, cut off the neck and you will be 
styling. 

For all you guys, out there, the 
thing that I recommend to you is to 
go out and get a mesh hat. If you 
have watched any television in the 
past few months, you have seen 
every big name guy from Ashton 
Kutcher to Justin Timberlake with 


I have no idea why you would 
pick me as a fashion right... you 
must need glasses. 


Mathew Maguire 


A few things that every guy 
should have in their closet are a 
nice sweater and a nice pair of 
shoes, not sneakers. I know that for 
people this is a hard concept to 
understand, but sneakers should be 
worn to gym class, not out day to 
day. 

Over all, Mathew Maguire is 
well dressed from head to toe, and 
you can tell in the picture he smells 
really good too, which is always a 
plus. So girls keep your eyes open 
for him in the halls, and guys take 
notes. 

I have said it before and I am 
sure I will say it many more times, 
fashion is something you create. 
You can be a punk rocker one day 
and a hardcore prep the next day. 
Do not put yourself into one mold, 
have fun with clothing and acces- 
sories. 

If you know anyone who would 
be a good candidate for the next 
Fashion Disaster email me at 
observer@necc.com. I look for- 
ward to your email. 


one on. 


In addition, from a female per- 
spective, another good thing to have 
lying around your room is a scarf. 
They were big last fall and they are 
back again. You can dress up any 


6 63 


80’s are back and in full force... 
it’s all back with a vengeance. 


outfit with scarf. Whether it’s to keep 
you warm in the cooler days or just 
to look good, I suggest that everyone 
go out and get one. 

Fashion is everywhere, from 
television to the kid sitting next to 
you in chemistry class. You can be 
creative with fashion and clothing; 
you do not have to look like every- 
one else. Do not be afraid to try new 
things and go crazy with your cloth- 
ing. Moreover, if you do not like the 
way it looks you can always change 
it or take it back. 


aieenwe ¢ « 
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Commence cross country, volleyball 


NECC 

fall sports squads 
prepare for upcoming 
seasons 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


The NECC fall sports season is 
upon us, featuring two highly com- 
petitive programs in its cross country 
and volleyball teams. 

Students who are interested in 
athletics but may not have planned 
on or heard of these programs are 
encouraged to read on; both teams 
are recruiting and you may be dis- 
covering an excellent opportunity to 
be physically active and enjoy the 
invaluable experience of playing for 
a college sports team. Worried about 
grades and high demands? Don’t 
sweat it—you’ll be surprised at how 
flexible participation is. 


Cross Country 


Coming off a 2002 season in 
which the Knights ranked 13th in the 
nation among Div. 3 junior colleges, 
veteran running coach Dawn 
Couputo returns for her sixth year at 
the helm of NECC cross country. 

Following the most successful 
campaign of the program’s five-year 
history in 2001, when it finished as 
the No. 10 Div. 3 school at the Junior 
College National Cross Country 
Championships, the Knights earned 
their third consecutive top 15 place- 
ment last season. 

An even greater achievement 
came when the squad received the 
coveted President’s Cup award, 
given annually to the team with the 
highest accumulative GPA in the dis- 
trict. 

“We’re coming off of three real- 
ly good years, and I personally 
thought the highlight of (last) season 
was the fact that we were the best 


Immediately, 
my deepest 
apologies need 
to be expressed 
for the painful 
lack of a New 
England Patriots 
» 2003 preview in 
} this, our first 
issue of the 
semester. We unexpectedly needed 
extra advertisement space, and I 
hereby promise there won’t be anoth- 
er sports section with nothing on the 
Pats. After all, what better to take 
away the depression of school start- 
ing and the weather changing in fall 
than Patriots season? Albeit the best I 


team academically,” said Caputo, 
who also coached cross country as 
well as both indoor and outdoor track 
at Ossining (NY) High School before 
coming to teach at Haverhill High, 
where she also coaches cross country 
and -track. “Grades are really what 
the kids are here for, the running is a 
secondary thing because they’re stu- 
dent athletes. I think the grades 
they’re getting are what’re really 
important, because that’s what’s 
going to impact where they go with 
their lives. So I was really, really 
proud of that accomplishment, and 
it’s the second time in the five years 
of the program that we’ve accom- 
plished that.” 

Of the seven competitors who 
contributed to last season’s success, 
six have departed the team. 
Academic All American Brian 
Johnson of Amesbury graduated as a 
criminal justice major, while five 
others were lost to transfers, gradua- 
tion, or not having enough credits on 
the schedule to participate. The pro- 
gram’s only requirement is status as 
a full time student. 

Groveland native Steve 
Bartholomew, who attained second 
team All Northeast District as a 
freshman last season, represents the 
team’s lone returnee as well as the 
only athlete currently enrolled with 
the squad. 

The district calls for five official 
members to qualify the program as a 
“team,” though any less than that are 
still welcome to compete as individ- 
uals. Caputo and Bartholomew are 
hoping that more athletes will join 
their men’s cross country efforts this 
season, and women runners are also 
encouraged to sign up. 2002 marked 
the first year since NECC’s cross 
country inauguration in 1998 that it 
did not field a women’s team. 

No tryouts are necessary to join 
and team commitments are hardly 
overwhelming. 

“This isn’t like basketball and 
baseball. We don’t have tryouts. 
People show up, and they compete to 
represent the college. People can 
come out at any point (during the 
season) but the sooner they come 
out, obviously, the better,’ Caputo 


can do for now, here’re a few tidbits: 
the team enjoyed its first undefeated 
preseason since 1981, defeating the 
Giants, Redskins, Eagles and 
Bears... Tom Brady went 34-for-56 
through the four games, throwing for 
381 yards, six touchdowns and no 
interceptions... New  England’s 
defense looked sharp and ready for 
the season opener at Buffalo Sept. 7 
as key free agent acquisitions 
Roosevelt Colvin and Ted 
Washington contributed to the team’s 
preseason success... The battle 
between Antowain Smith and Kevin 
Faulk for the top running back spot 
appears to have been won by Smith 
as he averaged 5.2 yards per carry 


explained. “The team is not just 
about running and competing, but for 
anybody that wants to get in shape, 
and it’s great for people that road 
race. The program’s here for anyone 
who would like to join.” 

Practice is generally held four 
days a week—Monday through 
Thursday—with Fridays off and 
meets held primarily on Saturdays. 

“There’s flexibility in the sched- 
ule. It’s not a major commitment. It’s 
a short season,” Caputo emphasized. 
“Nationals are the second Saturday 
of November, so you have more than 
a month between the end of the sea- 
son and final exams. There’s plenty 
of time once the season ends to make 
sure you’re finishing up well with 
academics.” 

The season’s first team meeting 
is this afternoon (Sept. 3) in the Sport 
& Fitness Center lobby, where walk- 
on sign ups will be welcome. 


Cross Country coach Dawn Caputo and 


Volleyball 


Athletic Director Susan 
MacAvoy fronts an NECC volleyball 
team that finished 2002 with a record 
of 5-7 as part of the growing 
Massachusetts Community College 
Athletic Conference. 

The Knights have lost four play- 
ers from last year due to eligibility 
conflicts and another three to gradu- 
ation, but with starting setter Rachael 
Manamanus rejoining the squad and 
at least four recruited newcomers, 
MacAvoy has no lack of confidence 
entering the 2003 season, her fifth as 
coach of NECC volleyball. 

“Every season I’m optimistic 
because we end up getting players 
that I’ve recruited from the begin- 
ning and students who thought they 
were leaving but wind up back here,” 
said MacAvoy, who played college 
volleyball herself at Mary Wood 
College in Scraton, Pennsylvania. 


Jared Pendak photo 


runner Steve 


Bartholomew sport last year’s President’s Cup award. 


against Chicago in the preseason 
finale last Wednesday... The Pats 
made a couple of difficult cuts during 
training camp, including the release 
of Otis Smith, who started 48 games, 
recorded 208 total tackles, intercept- 
ed 10 passes, and scored three touch- 
downs--the most memorable coming 
in the 1996 AFC Championship 
game when his fumble return 
clinched the Pats’ Super Bowl birth-- 
in four seasons with the Patriots. 

So I’m back with the Observer, 
but this time able to escape gossipy 
news topics and indulge in writing 
about my true passion. You'll get 
used to me, sports fans, don’t worry. 


Baseball ends 17-year state title drought 


If you weren’t reading the sports 
sections of local newspapers follow- 
ing the Observer’s final issue of last 
semester on Apr. 30, you may just 
now be discovering that our Knights 
baseball team brought a State champi- 
onship to NECC with May 15Sth’s 
dominating, 16-4 triumph over Mass. 


semifinals rubber match against 
Springfield Community College, 
which they spilt the teams’ two-game 
regular season series with. 

Athletic Director Sue Makavoy 
feels the State championship, NECC 
baseball’s first since 1986, will work 
recruiting wonders for the program. 


~ “Bay in the MCCAC State titte-yame.~~ ~ ~ “‘tt-will definitely~draw moretal= ~ 


That came after the Knights won a 


ent from the area and put our name on 


the map,” Makavoy said. “In the ‘80’s 
(the baseball program was) very 
strong, but for quite a while it seemed 
as though we had a new coach every 
year, and we literally did for several 
years before (current baseball coach 
Kerry) Quinlan took over three years 


ago and started to build the program 


“verysolic:™ ~ 
—JP 


Sat. 9/27 


: Sa 927 


“There are also athletes here on cam- 
pus that either don’t know about us 
or decide to join last minute. I usual- 
ly end up with eight or ten players.” 

With the first team meeting being 
held tomorrow (Sept. 4) at 3 p.m. in 
the Sports & Fitness Center lobby, 
the team is welcoming additional 
players as it begins preparing for its 
season opener at Holyoke Sept. 20. 

“Being a part of volleyball, as 
well as any of our athletics here at 
NECC becomes a great part of (stu- 
dents’) educational experience. It’s 
like a little family over here. I talk to 
athletes that I had seven years ago 
still just to see how they’re doing,” 
MacAvoy said. “Friendships are 
made, and it makes the whole college 
process easier. You might have a 
teammate in your class that can help 
you out with studying... I’ve had 
mothers on my team who all of a 
sudden have a baby sitter because 
they can bring their kids to practice.” 

Sessions are normally conducted 
Monday through Friday from 3-5 
p.m., but players’ outside schedules 
play a role in the scheduling. The 
Knights usually play two games per 
week, one on a weekday evening and 
one over the weekend. The regular 
season concludes Saturday, Oct 18. 

“We take a look at what every- 
one’s schedules look like and try to 
work around them. If someone has to 
be to work at 6 and they need to cut 
of practice early, we compensate. We 
understand that it’s important to be 
flexible at a community college.” 

MacAvoy offers one on one atten- 
tion to her players for a level of acad- 
emic advice they may not receive by 
meeting their designated advisors 
sparingly during the semester.. 

“We keep track of our players’ 
grades and help them throughout the 
season. If they need help, we’re there 
for them. I try to act as their own lit- 
tle personal advisor for my players 
and help them out in the system in 
any way possible. Not to mention the 
physical benefits, players can get a 
lot out of it. 

“We also have a lot of fun, and 
that’s the main point of it. If you only 
get one thing out of it, it should be to 
have fun.” 


2003 Fall Sport ah 


Volleyball 
| @Holyoke/Dean 
@Lesley — 
; Maebalniniyote 


Sat. 9/20 
: Wed. 9/24 


Tue. 9/30 * 
Thu. 10/2, aoe 
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Mass Bay, 


- @Mass. Bay 
Mass. el ridg, wate 


- @Gordon College 


Sat. 10/4 -—6@C. CRI. 
Sat, 10/11____ @Roger Wiliams, __1:00 
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Boston suffering from ‘new’ curse 


Red Sox’ fate in ‘03 

will depend on team 
chemistry down the 

stretch 


Forget about 
the Curse of the 
Bambino. 

Trading 
away Babe Ruth 
nine decades 
ago merely 
accounted for 
80 years of 
demise for Red 
Sox Nation. 
Yankees fans need not fret, however, 
for a new—yet equally as heartbreak- 
ing—plague infected the Red Sox at 
the turn of the millennium and it con- 
tinues to thrive. Appropriately, the 
Sox’ latest string of misfortune may 
be referred to as the Curse of the 21st 
Century. 

Boston enjoyed a remarkable 
campaign in 1999, finishing the reg- 
ular season at 94-68 and rallying 
from a 2-0 series deficit to defeat the 
Cleveland Indians in first round of 
the playoffs and earn its first trip to 
the American League Championship 
Series since 1990. Despite entering 
the 2000 season with plenty opti- 
mism to draw from, the Sox have 
failed to qualify for postseason since. 
Making matters worse, Boston has 
maintained a first place lead of at 


least four games ahead of the dread- 
ed Yankees in the A.L. East during 
the All Star break each of the last 
three seasons, only to be on the out- 
side looking in come October of 
every year from 2000-’02. 

Prior to those late-season col- 
lapses, all of the previous three sea- 
sons seemed like they could have 
been “The Year” before the team 
promptly fell apart in August and 
September. 

In 2000 (Boston’s last season 
before acquiring Manny Ramirez), 
the squad buzzed with promise as 
Pedro Martinez won his third Cy 
Young award in four seasons, Nomar 
Garciaparra captured his second con- 
secutive A.L. batting title and the Sox 
rode high in first place for the major- 
ity of the season. Oh, but those Red 
Sox—they managed to blow just 
enough late-inning leads and come 
out on the short end of just enough 
one-run games throughout mid 
August and into September to finish 
2 1/2 games back on the Yankees and 
miss the playoffs outright. 

Enter 2001. The Sox again sat 
atop the A.L. East for much of the 
season before two key factors result- 
ed in their downfall. The first was 
injuries to superstars Pedro Martinez 
and Garciaparra as well as the 
always-reliable team leader Jason 
Varitek, who broke his elbow making 
a diving catch on a foul ball. The sec- 
ond and perhaps most potent nui- 
sance to spell doom for the Sox in 
°01 was the negativity that began 
swarming the team’s clubhouse due 
to the angry antics of Carl Everett 
and the controversial decision of 
then-general manager Dan Duquette 


Do you need stamps? 
What about a bus pass? 


Is there a place on campus to store my books? 


Where can | get a college ID card? | 
What opportunities are available at the college? 


to fire manager Jimmy Williams 
when the Sox were six games out of 
first place with 43 games remaining 
in the season. Pitching coach Joe 
Kerrigan was given interim manage- 
rial rights, and the team went 17-26 
the rest of the way to finish 13.5 
games behind the Yankees. 

Now clear your memory to just 
last season. Boston got off to one of 
the best starts in team history, begin- 
ning the season with the best record 
in baseball through 58 games with 
the dominating mark of 41-17. It 
seemed that any curse the team had 
been suffering from was whisked 
away with a new era as John Henry 
took over team ownership and 
Duquette and Kerrigan were politely 
kicked out of town. With likeable 
new manager Grady Little at the 
helm, Derek Lowe’s no-hitter against 
Tampa Bay on April 27 only swirled 
the magic that had been surrounding 
Fenway Park since opening day. 
Though minimal outside distractions 
and few injuries helped Boston’s 
fragile team chemistry remain virtu- 
ally undisturbed, the Sox began find- 
ing ways to loose last August as the 
threat of an MLB strike loomed. 
They concluded the season with 93 
wins, their most since ’99, but could- 
n’t keep pace with seven-time A.L. 
East champ New York, nor catch 
eventual World Series champion 
Anaheim in the wild card race. 
Boston ended the ’02 season 10.5 
games back in the division, leaving 
fans to grieve once more following 
yet another disappointing finish. 

That leads us to 2003. First year 
GM Theo Epstein brought in plenty 
of new faces to start the season, 


Student 
Senate 
Needs 


The answer to all these questions and more are found at 
the NECC Student Activities and 
Orientation Department. 


You'll find balloons, bus passes, stamps, discount movie 
tickets and more, all at low prices, you may even get a 


free meal, just for stopping by! 


Student Activities & 


Orientation 


Open Monday — Friday 8:30am — 4pm, 
evenings by appointment 


Haverhill Campus — 


Student Center, F133 


eFree giveaways! 


Meet the college 
administration! 


resume! 


eTrip to Cape 
Cod! 


Lawrence Campus — Dimitry Building Room ik 33 


Tel: 978 556 3731 


Or check us at on the web at: 
http:/Awww.necc.mass.edu/student/student_activities. shtml 
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5 Reasons to get 
involved: 


Meet other 
students! 


978/556-3731 


including David Ortiz, Kevin Millar, 
Bill Mueller and Todd Walker, all of 
whom have proven valuable com- 
modities on a Sox offense that held 
the best batting average in the 
majors, .291, at press time. Pitching 
has been up and down this season as 
four out of five of Boston’s current 
starters hold winning records while 
its relievers—including newcomers 
via trade Scott Williamson, Scott 
Sauerbeck and Todd Jones—have 
helped improve a once _ horrific 
bullpen but have lacked consistent 
success. Former Arizona 
Diamondbacks pitcher Byung-Hyun 
Kim, who the Sox traded Shea 
Hillenbrand for early in the season, 
struggled in an attempted starting 
role but had converted on 10 of 13 
save opportunities as of Aug. 26. 

Despite the many positive ele- 
ments to the ’03 season, it appeared 
Boston had begun crumbling into 
what have become routine late-sea- 
son ruins as it lost nine out of 13 
games from Aug. 8-17, including 
three out of four at home to a 
Baltimore Orioles team that was 14 
games out of first place. In the mean- 
time, the Yankees went on a seven 
game winning streak to establish a 
season high 6 1/2 game lead over the 
Sox. After Boston dropped its first 
two games of a 12-game home stand 
to the Oakland Athletics and found 
itself a season high two games back 
in the wild card race, the monotonous 
“what ‘til next year” phrase 
inevitably began surfacing among 
fans. 

But just when you thought it was 
safe to focus your sports lives com- 
pletely on the Patriots the Sox reeled 


/ 


on 


You! 


campus? 


available? 


Are you Interested in 
learning more about 
parliamentary procedure? 


off five straight wins, including a 
four game sweep of A.L. West-lead- 
ing Seattle at the Fens. Suddenly, 
Boston’s destiny again appears hope- 
ful of a playoff surge. Don’t start sav- 
ing money for tickets just yet, how- 
ever; one force that has proven high- 
ly destructive to the team in recent 
years has been disruption of team 
chemistry, so it certainly didn’t help 
matters when Martinez took offense 
to Boston sports radio figures ques- 
tioning the ace’s toughness after his 
missed start against the A’s on Aug. 
21 due to severe throat inflammation. 
Pedro was apparently infuriated at 
the suggestions, and allegedly told 
one media source that he would leave 
Boston following the 2004 season. 

An unhappy Pedro could be 
highly detrimental to the team’s col- 
lective psyche, so it will be the 
responsibility of everyone on the 
squad to put the incident behind 
them, ignore the often-cruel local 
media circus and keep their attention 
on the field. Avoiding a sea of dis- 
contentment in the clubhouse seems 
more possible with the Sox’ current 
roster members than those of recent 
years (i.e. °01), thanks to the light 
spirited personalities of everyday 
players such as Millar and Ortiz. 

“We tend to keep pretty posi- 
tive,” Sox second baseman Todd 
Walker told the Boston Globe on Aug 
24, “despite all the distractions and 
everything else outside of the club- 
house.” 

Let’s hope so, or it could be 
another long off season full of frus- 
trated ponderings of what might have 
been while the Curse of the 21st 
Century lives on. 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


Student Senate 
POSitions 
Now Available! 


Are you interested in 
getting involved on 


Deo you have 5 hours a week 


The NECC Student Senate is now looking for 15 


include: 


eLooks good on 


interested students to get involved. The time 
commitment is minimal, and the requirements 


Interested students must have at least a 2.25 


GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 


credits. 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department 
for more information. 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Haverhill Campus, Behrakis Student Center F133 


Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building L133 
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David Willis photo 
One stop registration, a great tool for students who put of registration until the last minute. 


Why is there a cat on campus? Does anyone know? 


Steve Bart’s haggard Mercury Marquis, cool isn’t it? 
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